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April 28, 2008
Via email

Susan M. Jenkins, JD

The Big Push For Midwives Campaign
c/o The Sanchez Law Firm

2300 M Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20037

Email: smjesa@ix.netcom.com

Dear Ms. Jenkins:

| am writing on behalf of the Coalition for Improving Maternity Services (CIMS) to
express our support of the National Birth Policy Coalition (NBPC) and The Big Push
for Midwives Campaign.

Despite the increased national interest in healthcare quality improvement initiatives
and evidence-based medicine, the provision of maternity care in this country remains
plagued by unnecessary medical interventions with unsettling implications for
maternal and infant outcomes. Our nation’s health care delivery system is failing
childbearing women and their babies as evidenced by worsening maternal and infant
mortality rates.

CIMS shares the NBPC's commitment to the health and well-being of childbearing
women and their babies. CIMS’ evidence-based Mother-Friendly Childbirth Initiative
(ratified in July 1996) supports the Midwives Model of Care and recommends access
to professional midwifery services for all birthing mothers as the first of the ten steps
toward providing Mother-Friendly maternity care.

To that end, CIMS supports the NBPC's goal of integrating the Midwives Model of

Care into our national health care system and proudly endorses the NBPC organizing
statement. Further, we authorize NBPC to display our organization’s name and a link

to our web site (www.MotherFriendly.org) in association with the NBPC and The Big
Push for Midwives Campaign.

Best regards,

D

Denna L. Suko
Executive Director

Making Mother-Friendly Care A Reality
CIMS is a not-for-profit organization recognized as tax-exempt under Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3). Our mission is to promote a
wellness model of maternity care that will improve birth outcomes and substantially reduce costs.
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